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There are few more respected names in Audio than that of Audio Research. | won't gointo the long history of the 47 year old, Plymouth
Minnesota based company here (it's easily available with a simple search online after all but, suffice to say, Audio Research's credentials
areimpeccable when it comes toits well established success, technical prowess, diversity and, more importantly, sound quality.

From the very first offering, Audio Research products have had a definable character and sound. Build quality has always been impressive

d isthatofa , mature and isable design. The VT80 Amplifier and LS28 Preamplifier are part of Audio
Research's new Foundation Series of components, which includes the DAC9 and PH9 Phono Stage. These offer 2 more modern design
form, along with conveniences such as remote control,bright green LED displays and microprocessor controlled function. And yet,it's
obvious at first sight who built these units - the Audi h'DNA'is d isi

The VT80 Amplifier sports an alloy mesh cover, sloping forward at the front to cover the transformers and the valve compliment. The 10
gauge, aluminium fascia s clean and devoid of protruding controls, save for two handles and a single, central on/off push button. The Ls28
is likewise clad and shares the same form factor with the bulk of the face taken up by the dark tinted screen of the display, where the
functions and levels are clearly displayed i during use. Below ix small control buttons and two larger rotary dials around
the display screen. Both units display well together and wil fit into most modern decor, in an industrial kind of way.




The things you find..

My experience with Audio Research started about 20 years ago, when | became the proud owner of what was left of an Audio Research
D250 Amplifier. This particular unit had been discovered 5trlpped and disposed of in a dumpster in a remote part of the state. Only the

chassis and ined but, being ah he imist, | tracked d hy thoris Audm Research agent and asked him to
rebuild it. After approximately 12 months and 2 not-inconsi ill, L had a (thank you AR guru Eddie).
That D250 remained with me for several years, powering everything from Altec Barcelona' to Infinity RS4 5. Incredibly powerful, what

remains in my memory is the ease of its performance and thy ability to deliver it high ic signature, no matter the
speaker or source. Inevitably though, it was eventually sold to fund the never ending procession of audio through my system at that time. |
believe it is still performing to this day, which is testament to the product itself, as well as the restoration.

The combination of the VT80 and the L528 remind me in some ways of my time with the D250, albeit on 2n expectedly smaller scale. The
same sense of muscular control is present, aithough of course the VT80 at 75 watts per channel (20Hz to 20kHz) is giving away some
strength to the D250's monstrous 250 watts. But the difference is less apparent than might be expected and this is partly down to the way
the VT80 delivers its power. Somehow, Audio hhave d an amplifier that c ly close to bridging the gap between
solid state and valve sound. Audio Research specifies the VT80's frequency response as spanning from 0.7Hz to 80kiz at -3dB points and
1 watt with a channel separation of 112d8 and a signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) of 115d8. The VT80 features 15db of overall feedback and the
transformers allow 8 ohms and 4 ohms operation via the taps and posts provided. While not as massive as some of the Audio Research

dels, neither are lightwei d the VT80 weighs in at 20.7kg with the L528 at 7.4kg. The VT80 can use 6550, KT8, KT90,
KT120 or KT150 output valves, 2l with auto-bizsing and features an hour counter on the rear panel. Output valves are individually fused
and there's even an R232 connection for automation inputs and control. Connections are via either RCA or XLR, asis the L528
Preamplifir.
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